PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION.
HAVING apologised already for a third preface, I ought, no
doubt, to crave still more indulgence now that I come to write
a fourth. But, believing that I have something to say which
really needs saying, I shall risk whatever charges of inconsis-
tency and superfluity may ensue.
It has been very gratifying to learn that the " Guide " has
continued to sell regularly through all the seven years which
have elapsed since it appeared in its third life-stage at the
beginning of 1904; and this, in spite of competition in two
new quarters* The much longer pause in republication (the
last edition was by far the largest) has enabled me to effect
what I regarded in the first instance as an impossible ideal;
for, besides bringing my lists up to date through the entry of
new books, I have once again gone over old ground, and
have sought to include all those novels and tales which
ignorance or ill-consideration caused me to omit in previous
editions. And, let it be stated here that, in rectifying former
omissions, I have not gone to workers in the same field of
Bibliography and stolen their honey; but I have, throughout,
taken an independent line. Hence, although, in the Supple-
ment now added, there are descriptive notes on several
hundred novels and tales which appeared before the publi-
cation of Mr. Bowen's "Catalogue of Historical Novels"
ix.